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' Ybe Nomorabls Cyrus R. Vsage
Duputy Seeretary of Defensc

Dear Cy:

We bave deth reseived a memorandum Ifrom

. Dr. BeKillan detailing bis proposal for modernixs-
tion of the existing CIA/BAC U-2 pool and post-
‘ponswent of additiomal U-2 procurement. Using
attrition rates exparienced thus fur, it would
appesr that the tetal U-2 fleet would drop to
approxisately Ralf of iis prewest strength before
new airersit ordered s year from now would be
aveilable, and that the touT_Md never

- resch the sinimsam scceptidle recommended
by Gemersls Ledford and Geary, i the older alrcraft
are retirved ss thoy propose. ' 25X1

o I Go sot wish to prejudge this pwoposal, but -
do belisve that it deserves cur caroful ceasidera-
tion in the Executive Comgistes before implementia-
tiom, since I asticipate a eontinuing and peraaps
increasing need for U-2 reconnaissance soverage
round the vorid. o

Sincerely,
'(81gned) W. F. Raborn
¥. F. Raboras
Pirector
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